DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

it a deep-laid scheme of hers for alienating Russia
and Germany. As he judged her by the principles
that directed his own foreign policy that was no
matter for wonder : it was strictly in accordance with
what he himself would have done if he had been
Queen of England. For Prince Alexander had made
up his mind from the first that he would not, as
Prince of Bulgaria, let himself be Russia's tool,
and he had been very unwilling, after his appoint-
ment, to accept the Tsar's invitation to visit him at
Livadia, for fear he should give the impression that
he had gone there to get his instructions. Since then
he had shown that he had no intention of letting
Bulgaria become a mere province of Russia, and
Bismarck argued that, if he was permitted to marry
the daughter of the future German Emperor, Russia
would consider that Germany approved and sup-
ported his independence. He at once got the Em-
peror William to refuse his consent to the match on
these grounds. But he was afraid that the Queen,
who was possibly coming to Berlin for her daughter's
birthday, might manage it. ec There would be the
greatest danger," he said, with an elephantine jocosity
that masked his genuine misgiving, " that she would
get her way. In family matters she is not accustomed
to contradiction and would immediately bring the
parson with her in her travelling-bag and the bride-
groom in her trunk and the marriage would come
off at once.33 * Prince William, it is unnecessary to
state, sided with his grandfather and Bismarck, and
the most violent quarrel took place between him and

1 Busch, Bismarck, III, p. 174.
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